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English 
 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum and National Strategy for English which are adapted 

to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Using Personalised Learning Objectives, all pupils access a challenging and exciting English 

Curriculum that promotes achievement. 

 

Pupils study a range of texts, including non-fiction, fiction, poetry, drama and media. We offer 

pupils the opportunity to enhance their understanding of and pleasure in literature through visits 

to the theatre and cinema, competitions and varied lunchtime activities. 

 

Pupils have access to a range of resources that promote engagement with learning.   Pupils are 

formally assessed in reading and writing every term and they are informally assessed throughout 

the year. 

 

Pupils in 9A will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Non-fiction writing and drama 

text 

Shakespeare and 19th Century 

novel 

Poetry and Media/non-fiction 

Travel/Adventure 

 A range of writing 

tasks/mini projects 

focusing on developing 

writing skills through 

appropriate teacher 

set/led activities and 

tasks. 

Contemporary drama 

 Exploring a drama text 

 Role play 

 Developing comprehension 

and analysis skills 

 Contrast with novel. 

 

Shakespeare 

 Drama text. 

 Pupils study plot, 

characters and themes. 

 Developing awareness of 

writer’s craft. 

19th Century Novel 

 Pupils study the novel 

including characters, 

themes and context . 

 

Poetry: Author Study 

 Selection of poems by Carol 

Ann Duffy and Simon 

Armitage. 

Advertising project 

 Pupils study a range of 

advertising products and 

the way they are presented. 

 Pupils create their own 

media products and plan 

ways to market a new 

product. 

 

 

Pupils will also follow a personalised reading programme linked to their current levels of 

attainment and future targets.
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Mathematics  
 
In KS3 pupils follow the Framework for Secondary Mathematics or the Primary Framework which 

are adapted to meet the individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

At the end of each topic the pupils are assessed using previous exam questions.  They are also 

assessed at the end of the year to give an overall level. 

The pupils are expected to bring a pen, a pencil, a ruler, a rubber, a pair of compasses, a 

protractor, and a calculator for every lesson. 

 

Each term year 9 will focus on the following units: - 

Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

GCSE Foundation 

Properties of shapes, parallel 

lines and angle facts 

Interior and exterior angles 

(polygons) 

Statistics, sampling and 

averages 

Perimeter, area and volume 

Real life graphs 

Straight line graphs 

Transformations 

Ratio 

Right angled triangle 

Probability 

Multiplicative reasoning 

Plan and elevation 

  

Entry level  

Number: Count 

Number: Read, write and 

order 

Number: Pattern Geometry: 

2D shapes 

Number: Fractions and 

decimals 

Number: Count 

Number: Read, write and 

order 

Number: Pattern 

Number: Facts 

Geometry: 3D shapes  

Number: Facts 

Geometry: 3D shapes 

Number: Operations 

Number: Fractions and 

decimals 

Geometry: Position, movement 

and pattern 

Practice task, revision and 

assessment 
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Science 
At KS3 all pupils will follow a Programme of Study from the National Curriculum for Science.  This 

is adapted to meet individual pupil needs.   

 

During this year, all pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas: 

Autumn term Spring term Summer term 

Fit and Healthy: 

 senses and sense organs 

 the heart function and 

basic structure 

 blood jobs and components 

 Disease and body defences 

 Smoking 

 Alcohol 

 Drugs and Medicines 

Metal Reactivity: 

 Reactivity of different 

metals 

 Displacement reactions 

 Metal extraction from ores 

Space Physics: 

 Day/Night 

 Seasons 

 The Moon 

 The Solar System and 

beyond 

Speeding up/Slowing down: 

 Speed equations 

 Balanced and unbalanced 

forces 

 Motion graphs 

 

Variety: 

 Recap variety of life 

 Sexual reproduction 

 Asexual reproduction and 

cloning 

 Selective breeding 

 Human factors affecting 

food chains 

 Genetic modification 

 Competition in Plants  

 Use of Fertilisers and 

Herbicides/Insecticides 

Using Chemistry: 

 Conservation of mass in 

changes of state 

 Conservation of mass in 

chemical reactions 

 Diffusion in terms of the 

particle model 

 Complete and incomplete 

combustion 

 Useful chemical reactions 

Reactions of Metals: 

 Properties of Metals 

 Metals and Acids 

 Metal Carbonates and 

Acids 

 Metal Oxides and Acids 

Sound: 

 Sound waves 

 The Ear 

 Movement of sound 

 Wave characteristics 

 

Magnetism and 

Electromagnetism: 

 Magnetic fields  

 Making magnets 

 Electromagnets 

 Uses of electromagnets 

All lessons are taught by specialist teachers in well-equipped science laboratories supported by 

teaching assistants.   Visual teaching and ICT are integral to our teaching techniques.  Pupils are 

continually assessed, at the end of topics and at the end of the year by an internal examination. 
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Computing 

 

The computing curriculum at KS3 aims to cover as many areas of computing as possible using 

industry standard software where appropriate. Communications technology is a vital tool in the 

modern world and the learners of the Royal School for the Deaf, Derby are ideally placed to 

profit from the benefits these skills will provide. The programme of study is adapted to meet 

the individual needs and capabilities of all learners and also for preparation for Key Stage 4 

courses. 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

 Understand how 

computers are designed 

and how they work. 

 Learn about the internal 

and external parts of a 

computer, and the uses of 

each part. 

 Discover how computers 

process information. 

 Learn some of the 

language of computers, and 

how to translate Binary. 

 Further develop their 

ability to program in 

Python. 

 Discover some of the more 

extensive Python 

commands, including how 

to create random numbers 

and lists. 

 Learn how Spreadsheets 

are used in companies. 

 Develop a fit-for-purpose 

spreadsheet document 

which uses Formulas and 

Macros Design a detailed 

database, using forms and 

reports to monitor 

information. 

 Learn the differences 

between the internet and 

the world-wide web. 

 Discover how computers 

send information to other 

computers. 

 Discover how designs are 

trialled on a computer 

before being made. 

 Design a collection of 3D 

models using a computer. 
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Religious Education  

RE supports the aims for education, outlined in the National Curriculum 2013, to: promote the 

spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, 

and   prepare pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.   

The Principal aim of RE in Derbyshire schools is to enable pupils to participate in an on-going 

search for wisdom, through exploring questions raised by human experience and answers 

offered by the religions and beliefs of the people of Derbyshire and the wider community, so 

as to promote their personal development. 

In RE we will meet two attainment targets:  

Attainment Target 1: learning about religion and belief…Knowledge and understanding. 

Attainment Target 2: learning from religion and belief…reflecting on student’s views and opinions. 

RE at KS3 encourages the development of:  

 Self-understanding • Commitment • Respect for all • Fairness • Open-mindedness • Critical-

mindedness • Curiosity and wonder • Enquiry. 

At KS3 we study three religions (Christianity plus two)  

 Christianity and at least two other principal religions e.g. Buddhism, Judaism, Sikhism, Islam, 

Hinduism. 

 Also a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate.   

 A secular world view, where appropriate. 

 Exploring different symbols within different religions.  

To do this we use ICT, Film, Art and media allowing access through both oral, signed and a visual 

medium. 

We then move on to looking at some key questions for example: 

 How can people decide if God is real, and what God is like?  

 What, how and why do people worship? 

 What do different people believe about God? 

In Christianity some of the ways in which religions name and describe the attributes of God 

looking at how Christians think of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

In Islam the 99 Names of Allah and looking at stories which help Muslims understand the nature 

of God e.g. the story of the Night of Power – the revelation of the Qur’an to Muhammad, and the 

story of Muhammad’s night journey and ascension  

In Hinduism stories which help Hindus understand the nature of God, e.g. Lord Shiva chops off 

Ganesha’s head. Hindu beliefs about the Trimurti – Brahma (creator), Vishnu (preserver), Shiva 

(destroyer). 

What can be learned from the Muslim way of life? 

The Five pillars of Islam - belief in one God and his prophet, daily prayer, fasting, charity and 

pilgrimage. 

How they are practised in Britain today the importance of beliefs or values as guides for making 

choices and decisions in daily life. 

The value and challenge for Muslims of following the five pillars. 
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Physical Education  

 
We offer a balanced curriculum providing opportunities for pupils to learn, consolidate and 

improve in a variety of sport specific skills.   To support this we offer a range of extended 

day activities that enhance the P.E curriculum.  Pupils are also given the opportunity to take 

part in inter and intra sporting competitions and festivals both in school and in the wider 

community. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas and will learn a variety of skills 

within each topic area: 

 
Year 9    

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

OAA 

To develop team work and 

problem solving skills 

Dance 

Copying and creating phases and 

moves.  Creating a routine 

linked to a specific theme 

Tag Rugby 

Passing, scoring, positional 

awareness, rules of game 

Dodgeball 

Target sport which focuses on 

throwing and catching and 

attempting to outwit opponents. 

Golf 

To work extend their skills and 

techniques learnt in golf in year 

8.  Focus on stance, swing, 

putting, long drive, chipping 

session delivered at Kedleston 

golf centre. 

Cycling 

Skills related to use of brakes, 

gears and balance on a 2 or 3 

wheel bike. 

Basketball 

Passing, dribbling, shooting, 

footwork, referring 

Tennis 

Movement around the court, 

backhand, forehand shots, 

underarm serve 

Athletics 

Practice track and field events 

then record distance and times 

Gymnastics 

To use more advanced skills 

creating group routines.  

Analysing others performances 

suggesting areas of strength 

and improvement. 

Trampolining 

To work through the British 

Gymnastics trampoline award 

scheme 

Rounders 

Catch, throw, field and batting 
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Citizenship 

 

Citizenship equips young people with the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an 

effective role in public life. 

 

Citizenship encourages interest in controversial topics to engage young people in discussions 

and debates. Pupils learn about rights, responsibilities and take part in decision making 

activities. 

 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

School Rules and election of 

school council reps. 

 Voting and the struggle 

for the vote 

Careers 

 Luminate Careers. 

Setting up on line CV  

 Applying for jobs 

Giving Nation Project 

www.g-nation.org.uk  

 Pupils supported to be 

social entrepreneurs, 

fundraisers, campaigners 

and volunteers for 

charities and good 

causes. 

 Use skill, imagination and 

peers to develop mini 

charity projects to 

benefit the wider 

community. 

Keeping Safe 

 Basic First Aid 

 Knife Crime 

 Anti-bullying week 

 PSHE 

Keeping Healthy 

 Hygiene 

 Audiology 

 PSHE 

http://www.g-nation.org.uk/
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BSL 
 
In KS3 pupils will follow the Signature Level Certificate in BSL. Pupils will be taught according 

to their individual ability and needs. 

 

Level 1 enables pupils to communicate with deaf people in BSL on a range of topics that involve 

simple everyday language use. 

 

Level 2 develops these skills to allow longer and more open ended exchanges. It develops 

functional communication in BSL including a range of real life, routine and daily experiences. 

Pupils will be taught a number of regional variations in sign language. 

 

Both level 1 & 2 are split into 3 different units, and can be achieved separately. To achieve the 

full Levels 1 & 2 certificates, pupils are required to pass all units. 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Everyday Conversation 

 Be fluent in conversation 

 Ensure regular eye 

contact 

 Ask for and give answers 

to questions 

 

Shopping and Spending 

Using vocabulary 

 Money 

 Cost 

 How much 

 Change 

 Shops look like what? 

 Returning items 

 Complaints 

 Ask for and give answers 

to questions linked to 

shopping and spending  

Travel and Holidays  

Using vocabulary 

 Mode of transport – car, 

bus, train, tube, plane, 

etc 

 Journey time, do what on 

journey, likes and 

dislikes 

 Ask for and give answers 

to questions linked to 

travel and holiday 

Turn taking 

 Take turns in a 

conversation, using eye 

contact and eye gaze 

 Practice turn taking in 

role play scenarios 

 Use Role Shift 

Role Shift  

 Using dialogues 

 Change dialogues to role 

shift 

 Use in story telling 

Eating and Drinking 

Using vocabulary 

 Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

food signs 

 Ordering food in a 

restaurant or fast food 

outlet 

 Ask for and give answers 

to questions linked to 

eating and drinking 
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Art  
 

In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum for Art which is adapted to meet individual 

needs and abilities of the pupils.  The aims ensure that pupils: 

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 Know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and 

cultural development of their art forms 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Tone 

To understand and demonstrate 

how to use tone using pencil. 

To develop a drawing technique 

when using tone 

To develop tonal shading skills. 

To develop and understanding of 

isometric projection 

To develop a tonal shading skills 

when drawing natural form 

To develop an observational 

drawing skills. 

Identity (Volpicelli) 

Develop a creative mind map 

on the theme of ‘Who am I?’ 

To know who Michael Volpicelli 

is 

To draw a self portrait using 

shading pencils. 

To understand how he 

produces artwork and the 

characteristics of his work 

To be able to respond the 

artist using images and text 

relating to self 

Analyse and evaluate 

Manga Me 

Introduction and Title Page 

Research sheet on 

Manga/Anime 

Drawing techniques 

Final Piece 

Analyse and evaluate 

Line 

Mark Making 

Continuous Line 

Cross – Hatching 

Layering Line 

Expressive Line 

Natural Form 

Observational Drawing 

 

 

Pop Art Portraits 

Know about Pop Art portrait 

artists – Andy Warhol and 

Roy Lichtenstein 

Become proficient in drawing 

a portrait 

Explore ideas to make pop 

art portraits in clay 

Create pop art portraits in 

clay and glaze 

Make a series of pop art 

portraits using paper collage 

and glass painting 

Analyse and evaluate 

Printing Techniques 

To develop skills in mono 

printing through 

experimentation. 

To create a block print to 

portray a social or political 

issue. 

To develop a lino print based 

on nature and the work of 

William Morris. 

To create a successful 

screen print inspired by pop 

art and consumable 

products. 

To select appropriate 

materials to create a 

textured surface to create a 

collagraph plate. 
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Textiles  
In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum for Textiles which is adapted to meet 

individual needs and abilities of the pupils.  This ensures that pupils 

 

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Become proficient in textiles, craft and design techniques; printing, Batik, silk painting and 

weaving. 

 Evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of textiles, craft and design 

 Know about great artists, craft makers and textiles designers, and understand the historical 

and cultural development of their craft forms 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Day of the Dead toy 

project 

Know about the Day of the 

Dead 

Research on textiles toys 

Explore ideas (textiles toys)  

Become proficient in using a 

sewing machine 

Learn how to hand 

embroidery 

Produce a Day of the Dead 

textiles toy 

Analyse and evaluate 

Pillowcase project 

Research on pillowcases 

Explore ideas and develop 

them to make a pillowcase 

Learn how to use the tie dye 

technique and applique 

technique 

Make a pillowcase including 

using the tie dye and applique 

techniques 

Analyse and evaluate 

T shirt project 

Look at t shirts from high 

street shops 

Learn how to design an image 

and transfer it on a t shirt 

Explore ideas to make an 

image for a t shirt 

Dye the t shirt 

Create a chosen image and 

transfer it on a t shirt 

Analyse and evaluate 

Geometric Cushion project 

Research on Geometric 

Artists 

Paper Collage 

Explore ideas (cushion cover)  

Make a cushion and paint 

Analyse and evaluate 

Seasons woven fabric 

 Look at the examples of 

woven textile art 

Understand the construction 

of woven fabrics and know 

Textiles artists that created 

interesting weaves. 

Create an  own woven fabric 

inspired by a chosen season 

and artist 

Analyse and evaluate 

Nature Wall Hanging                                          

Compare the works of 2 

nature artists                                                                                   

Create a line drawing of 

Nature from one of the two 

artists.                                                    

Plan a  print design          

Experiment working with 

polyprints 

Make a Nature wall hanging 

by using the polyprint 

method 

Analyse and evaluate                                                                       
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Music 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Music which is adapted to meet individual needs 

and abilities of the pupils. 

 

We also offer pupils the opportunity to be involved in the school signing choir and also in school 

productions.   

 

Pupils are assessed informally throughout the year, at the end of each activity. Through offering 

a broad and balanced curriculum we provide opportunities for pupils to learn and develop a 

variety of skills.  

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas: 

 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Exploring the arts 

 Arts in the local 

community 

 Explore a chosen artist 

Working in the arts 

 Employment 

opportunities 

 Local art venues 

 Interview people 

working in the arts 

Arts in action 

 Investigating a chosen area of 

creativity to produce an 

extended project and develop 

skills. 

Create, perform and 

present 

 Appraising and 

performing. 

 Develop skills in a 

chosen art form 

 Set personal targets 

and assess progress 

Appreciate, applaud and 

review 

 Works of art 

 Art venues 

 Different types of 

Music 

 

Create, perform and present 

 Appraising and performing. 

 Develop skills in a second chosen 

art form 

 Set personal targets and assess 

progress 

Signed singing throughout the year 
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Careers Education, Information and Guidance 
 

In KS3 pupils follow the National Information Advice and Guidance requirements within 

Careers which is adapted to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas  

 

 Changing World of Work 

 Decision making and Key Stage Four Options 

 Financial aspects in life  

 Job research and applications 

 Employability Skills 

 Links to independent careers advice 
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Personal, Social and Health Education 
 
PSHE is designed to help our pupils develop fully as individuals and as members of families and 

social and economic communities. Pupils will have the opportunity to be equipped with the 

knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live healthily, safely, productively and 

responsibly 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Self image 

 What do I look like? 

 Happy being me 

 Do I need to be 

perfect? 

 Looking after myself 

Homelessness 

 Problems associated 

with homelessness 

 Types of homelessness 

 How does someone 

become homeless? 

 Moving out of 

homelessness 

Drugs  

 Recreational drugs 

 Legal and illegal 

 Drugs and dangers 

 Addiction and withdrawal 

First Aid 

 Third steps in first aid- 

practical training with the 

involvement of the school 

nurse 
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Design and Technology – Food 

 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Design and Technology Food which is adapted 

to meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils engage in a range of activities including focussed practical tasks, design and make 

activities and disassembly of food products. The government advise that we should teach pupils 

how to make largely savoury dishes in the National Curriculum 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following areas: - 

 

Rotation 1 Rotation 2 

Designing for markets 

 Designing and making low fat products 

 Understanding the use of 

carbohydrates in the diet 

 Understanding the use of staple foods 

linked to different countries 

 The importance of vitamins and 

minerals in the diet 

 Whole grains and the use of these in 

high fibre diets 

 The meaning of a balanced diet. 

Planning meals for special dietary 

needs of families. 

Ensuring appropriate quality production 

 The use of fish in the diet 

 Designing and making savoury bread 

products 

 The importance of fruit and 

vegetables in a healthy diet 

 Designing and making savoury 

pancakes 

 The use of farm assured/responsibly 

sourced foods in the diet 

 Use of seasonal ingredients 
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Design and Technology  
 
In KS3 students follow the revised National Curriculum for Design and Technology which is 

adapted to meet the individual needs and abilities of the students. 

Unusually this year pupils will not be taught on a rotational basis in Y9. Instead, they will have a 

weekly double lesson in Design and Technology allowing for completion of more projects. 

Students will complete several projects throughout the year to build on their previous skills. 

Each project will focus on different design problems which the student must solve using all 

available resources safely and confidently. 

 

Students will engage in a range of activities including: 

 Producing creative design work, exploring ideas and concepts. 

 Practising different manufacturing skills, techniques and processes with a variety of 

different tools and machinery to produce high quality products. 

 Evaluating and analysing different products to access their suitability and practicality. 

 Theory related learning covering key aspects of materials technology, sustainability health 

and safety and many more… 

 
Projects intentions for year 9 are as follows: 

(Please note projects can change depending on cost and availability of resources) 

Autumn Term Spring Term Sumer Term 

Breeze block carving 

Coat hook with packaging 

Analogue clock 

Mechanical cam toy 

Pewter cast medal with 

packaging 

Automatic night light 

Award trophy 

Phone holder 
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Geography 
 
In KS3 pupils follow the National Curriculum for Geography which is adapted to meet individual 

needs and abilities of the pupils. 

 

Pupils study a range of topics at local, national and international scales. 

 

Pupils are informally assessed on key words throughout each unit and are formally tested after 

each unit and at the end of the year. 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to study the following areas: 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Why does the UK’s 

landscape look like it does? 

 

 Mountains, valleys, rivers 

and coasts. 

 Processes that shape the 

landscape. 

  Weathering, erosion, 

deposition and 

transportation through 

ice and water - rivers, 

coasts and ice/glaciers. 

Our dramatic world- how 

does it work?  

 

 Natural Hazards: 

earthquakes, volcanoes, 

drought and tropical 

storms. 

 El Niño, La Niña & the 

Coriolis effect. 

GCSE group: Start GCSE 

syllabus – usually on UK 

landscapes but this can 

change..  

 

Entry Pathway group: 

Investigating Africa and the 

UK.  

How we are connected to 

Africa? 

. 

Use a variety of resources, map skills and atlases. 
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History 
In KS3 pupils follow the revised National Curriculum programmes of study, which are adapted to 

meet individual needs and abilities of the pupils.   

 

The curriculum aims to develop pupils understanding and awareness of historical concepts and 

events. 

 

Visual teaching and ICT are an integral part of the lesson.  To support the teaching, we use real 

artefacts and local visits that link to the topic area. 

Pupils are assessed at the end of each topic area by an end of topic test or project. 

 

Pupils will have the opportunity to access the following topic areas: - 

 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Twentieth Century World 

Topics 

 Causes of World War I 

 Trench warfare  

 Rise of Hitler and the 

Nazis 

 

The Modern World  

 World War 2  

 The Phoney War 

 The Blitz and 

evacuation 

 D Day 

 Significant events of 

World War 2 

The Modern World  

 Vietnam war 

 Segregation in America 

 John F Kennedy 

 Space Race 

 Titanic disaster 
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Asdan  
 

ASDAN provides a range of courses covering preparation for life and work, enrichment subjects, 

PSHE and Citizenship. 

 

Every course is designed to develop learners’ personal, transferable and employability skills 

through an engaging and challenging curriculum of activities, leading to a certificate of 

achievement.  

Modules in year 9 include Communication, Home Management, The Environment and Health and 

Survival. 

 

Pupils will compile a portfolio to show evidence of the challenges they have completed and the 

skills they have developed. This could include 

 A pupil book 

 Skills Sheets  

 Summary of achievement 

 Evidence could include: 

 Worksheets 

 Photos 

 Video  

 Drawings or collages 

 Witness statements 

 Notes 

 Maps or tickets 

 Diaries or logs 

 Anything that shows how the challenge was completed 

 

 


